What Happened at Vatican II? Renewing the Liturgy
St. Michael’s Church, Waterloo, Saturday, November 5th.

9:00am Refreshments and Morning Prayer

9:30am Dr. Peter Erb on the background to Vatican II

10:20am Break

10:30am Sean O’Seasnain on the historical development of Sacrosanctum Concilium
11:20am Break

11:30am Fr. Edward Henhoeffer on Sacrosanctum Concilium and the new Roman Missal
12:20am Closing Remarks

12:30pm Lunch (optional)

The readings package contains:

1) What Happened at Vatican Il by John W. O’Malley
Chapter 4: The First Period (1962)
pp. 127-141

2) Handout by Sean O’Seasndin
3) Excerpts from Sacrosanctum Concilium
4) The General Instruction of the Roman Missal

Introduction
Chapter 1: The Importance and Dignity of the Celebration of the Eucharist

Presented by the Communio Circle of the Diocese of Hamilton
www.communiohamiltondiocese.org
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Chapter 4 -The First Period (1962)
The Lines Are Drawn
(What Happened at Vatican Il - John W. O'Malley)

A summary/backgrounder of that par‘r of Chapter 4 of WH@ Vatll
on the development of Sacrosanctum Concilium

Suggested Title: .
Becoming familiar with the sacred:

How to grok Sacrosanctum Concilium while avoiding moonbats and wingnuts
- from the vantage point of a young Irish friar in formation at that time

On Saturday, November 5th at St. Michael's Parish, Waterloo I will attempt to present a
summary/backgrounder of that part of Chapter 4 of WH@Vatll on the development of
Sacrosanctum Concilium from the perspective of a student friar in formation during those
years (1959-1967) at St. Mary's Priory Dominican House of Studies (now The Priory
Institute) in Ireland - while keeping in mind Guy Fawkes' fate on this same date in 1605!!

I have to thank Robert Heinlein and Answers.com for this title as it was through ‘Today's
Highlights' from Answers.com for July 7 this year that I learned the meaning of the terms
“grok", "moonbats" and “wingnuts". Utilizing this jargon i.e. words which were coined by this
science fiction writer in 'Stranger in a Strange Land' and in his other writings (coincidently
he wrote around the same time that Vatican Il was in progress) I hope to demonstrate that
a familiar, if not intimate, understanding (6ROK = fransitive verb: “to understand profoundly
and intuitively" ala Merriam-Webster) of what really happened at Vatican Il regarding the
Liturgy can help avoid extremes, excesses and distortions in interpretation and celebration.

I feel very much like a 'grok’ when it comes to Vatican Il. That is to say T was so fully and
deeply engaged with the happenings of Vatican Il during those years which coincided with my
formation in theology as a member of an international religious order (some of whom were
periti - one a Cardinal participant) that it has become an integral part of my thinking. T
might even presume to say that it is part of my spiritual DNA. Some self-appointed critics
and commentators on liturgical reform since Vatican Il have morphed into wingnuts and
moonbats and seem to be in the business of alienation rather than adoration - truly
strangers in a strange land! (According to Answers.com “a moonbat, which was first used as
such in Heinlein's short story ‘Space Jockey', is a derogatory term referring to a liberal or a
progressive political thinker. It is the counterpart of a wingnut, which is generally used to
insult a person on the right side of the political spectrum").

On hearing or reading some of these critics/commentators on liturgical reform one cannot
help detect their vitriol and animosity, toward anyone who does not agree with them. These
spokespeople are often devoid of rationality and of virtue as they enforce their extreme
viewpoints. What is needed is a via media. Vatican II's Sacrosanctum Concilium provided that
middle way. I hope to explore "how the lines were drawn" in the words of John W. O'Malley
in Ch. 4 while providing a close-up backgrounder of my personal encounter with the Council.

- Sedn O'Seasndin

August 11, 2011



Historical development of Sacrosanctum Concilium - a presentation by Sedn O'Seasndin SDL
Sub-title: How to grok Sacrosanctum Concilium while avoiding moonbats and wingnuts
Reading: The Lines Are Drawn - Chapter 4 -The First Period 1962 in What Happened
at Vatican Il by John W. O'Malley

A diagrammatic outline to assist in unraveling the lines that were drawn at Vatican IT

moonbats
/
Pluralists (‘Liberals” ‘Progressives’)
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

M@d}& A Fusion of Horizons Vla

MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAAA
Fundamentalists  (‘Conservatives’ ‘Traditionalists’)
/!
winghuts

Diagram for WH@Vatll by SO8



Dominican Frater Gerardus and Vatican Council Two Timeline

) [Yeal |Month| [What happened . . |
1959 Jan 25 Solemn Announcement Questa festiva of Ecumenical Council Pope John XXIII
Oct 14 Frater Gerardus enters Dominican novitiate at St. Mary’s Priory, Cork
1960  June 5 Motu Proprio Superno Dei establishing Preparatory Commissions for Vatican II
Oct 15 Frater Gerardus makes temporary vows and starts first year Philosophy
1961  May 15 Encyclical Mater et Magistra on Christianity and Social Progress
Summer Frater Gerardus goes from Cork to Dominican House of Studies Tallaght Dublin
Sept 15 Frater Gerardus begins second year Philosophy
Dec 25 Apostolic Constitution Humanae Salutis convocating the Vatican Council
Sept 15 Frater Gerardus begins third year Philosophy
Oct 11 Declaration Gaudet Mater Ecclesia for the opening of Second Vatican Council
1963 April Encyclical Pacem in Terris “Peace on Earth” John XXIII
June 3 John XXIII dies — Paul VI elected June 21
Sept 15 Frater Gerardus begins first year Theology
Oct 15 Frater Gerardus takes solemn vows
Oct 17 International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL) formed
Dec 4 Constitution Sacrosanctum concilium " On the Sacred Liturgy"
Dec 4 Decree Inter Mirifica "On the Instruments of Social Communication"
1964  Jan25 Apostolic Letter Sacram Liturgiam Motu Proprio
Apr ICEL formally established
Aug 6 Encyclical Ecclesiam Suam “On the Church”
Sept 15 Frater Gerardus begins second year Theology
Sept 26 First Instruction Inter Oecumenici “on the Orderly Implementation of the
Constitution on the Liturgy”
Nov 21 Constitution Lumen gentium "On the Church"
Nov 21 Decree "On Ecumenism"
Nov 21 Decree "On the Eastern Catholic Churches"
1965 Mar7 Implementation of the Constitution "On the Sacred Liturgy"
Sept 15 Frater Gerardus begins third year Theology
Oct. 18 Decree "On the Pastoral Duty of Bishops"
Oct. 26 Declaration "On the Relationship of the Church to non-Christian Religions"
Oct. 28 Decree "On Priestly Formation”
Oct. 28 Declaration "On Christian Education”
Nov 18 Constitution Dei verbum "On Divine Revelation"
Nov 18 Decree "On the Apostolate of the Laity"
Nov 23 Decree for Religious regarding Latin Usage in the Liturgy and the Divine Office
Dec 7 Constitution Gaudium et spes "On the Church in the Modern World"
Dec 7 Decrees: "On the Ministry and the Priestly Life"; "On the Missionary Activity of
the Church"; Declaration "On Religious Freedom"
1965 Dec8 Solemn closing of Second Vatican Ecumenical Council Pope Paul VI
1966  Jul 10 Frater Gerardus is ordained a Dominican priest
Aug 6 Motu Proprio Ecclesice Sanctee implementing the four council decrees
Aug 15 Apostolic Letter Sacrificium laudis Use of the Liturgical Office for Religious
Sept 15 Frater Gerardus begins fourth and final year Theology
1967 Mar 5 Instruction Musicam sacram, "Instruction on Music in the Liturgy"
Mar 26 Populorum progressio “On the Development of Peoples” Pope Paul VI
May 4 Second Instruction Tres abhinc annos “on the Orderly Implementation of the
Constitution on the Liturgy” Congregation for the Sacred Rites
June 24 Sacerdotalis caelibatis Encyclical of Paul VI on the celibacy of the priest
July 3 Frater Gerardus assigned to Port of Spain Trinidad, West Indies
Oct 3 Frater Gerardus arrives at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception POS

Nov 1967 Frater Gerardus assigned as parish priest of St. Catherine Gran Couva with five
‘out-stations/schools’: Pepper Village, Chickland, Flanagan Town, Brasso and Tabaquite
Nov 1970-Oct 1971 assistant pastor in St. Theresa Barataria and St. Peter Carenage;

Nov 1967-Oct 1971 occasional chaplain to General Hospital POS, the Royal Gaol POS,
the “Hansenian Settlement” (Leprosarium) on Chacachacare Island, Gulf of Paria T&T
Oct 1971 in Rome last week of Synod on Ministerial Priesthood and Justice in the World

Sedan O’Seasnain



Historical development of Sacrosanctum Concilium - a presentation by Sedn O’'Seasndin SDL

Sacrosanctum Concilium and the Documents of Vatican 11
“IOn December 4, 1963, the council overwhelmingly gave its approval to the revised text of Sacrosanctum
Concilium, and Paul VI then promulgated it. The final vote was even more of a landslide: 2,147 in favor, 4
against. This was the first document approved by the council and, compared with others, was remarkable
for how little it had changed from the original version . . . By approving Sacrosanctum, the council set in
motion a programmatic reshaping of virtually every aspect of Roman Catholic liturgy unlike anything that
had ever been attempted before. . . Within the council itself the vote that originally approved
Sacrosanctum, on November 14, 1962, had a significance beyond liturgy and worship. It enunciated and
gave voice to at least four principles that would be adopted and developed by other documents and help
give Vatican I its final profile. The first is the principle of aggiornamento . . . [although] the provisions
and great themes of the text are as much due to the principle of ressourcement . . . The second is the
principle of adaptation to local circumstances . . . The third is the principle of episcopal authority and of
greater decision making on the local level. The document is thus consonant with the doctrine of episcopal
collegiality. The final principle is the full and active participation of everybody present in the liturgical
action. This is a principle of engagement and active responsibility, and by implication is extended beyond
liturgy to the church at large, to the church as ‘the people of God’.”

- John W. O’Malley What Happened at Vatican [I Harvard University Press 2008 pp138-141

THE DOCUMENTS

OF VATICAN 1I

Liturgy

SACROSANCTUM °
CONCILIUM

FOUNDATION
Revelation

DEI VERBUM

PEOPLE OF GOD
This diagram is from The Sower Vol. 23 No 1, January 2002 © Maryvale Institute and is reproduced here
with the kind permission of Editor, Petroc Willey. It also appears on the ‘Vatican ll-Yoice of The Church’
website http://www.vaticanZvoice.org/4basics/chart.htm with the following notation:
“This diagram cannot easily be bettered, although a truer concept of the interlinking of themes and
teachings might be a 'network'. An important feature of the circular diagram is the clear presentation of
the four 'core’ documents, as the foundation for the rest.”

The liturgy is the sumumit toward which the activity of the church is directed; it is also the source from
which all its power flows. For the goal of apostolic endeavor is that all who are made children of God by
faith and Baptism should come together to praise God in the midst of his church, to take part in the
sacrifice and to eat the Lord's Supper - Sacrosanctum Concilium #10 - from The Basic Sixteen
Documents - Vatican Council I, General Editor Austin P. Flannery O.P. Dominican Publications 2007




CONSTITUTION ON THE SACRED LITURGY
SACROSANCTUM CONCILIUM

SOLEMNLY PROMULGATED BY HIS HOLINESS POPE PAUL VI
ON DECEMBER 4, 1963

INTRODUCTION

1. This sacred Council has several aims in view: it desires to impart an ever increasing vigor to
the Christian life of the faithful; to adapt more suitably to the needs of our own times those
institutions which are subject to change; to foster whatever can promote union among all who
believe in Christ; to strengthen whatever can help to call the whole of mankind into the
household of the Church. The Council therefore sees particularly cogent reasons for undertaking
the reform and promotion of the liturgy.

9. The sacred liturgy does not exhaust the entire activity of the Church. Before men can come to
the liturgy they must be called to faith and to conversion: "How then are they to call upon him in
whom they have not yet believed? But how are they to believe him whom they have not heard?
And how are they to hear if no one preaches? And how are men to preach unless they be sent?"
(Rom. 10:14-15).

10. Nevertheless the liturgy is the summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed; at
the same time it is the font from which all her power flows. For the aim and object of apostolic
works is that all who are made sons of God by faith and baptism should come together to praise
God in the midst of His Church, to take part in the sacrifice, and to eat the Lord's supper.

12. The spiritual life, however, is not limited solely to participation in the liturgy. The Christian
is indeed called to pray with his brethren, but he must also enter into his chamber to pray to the
Father, in secret [29]; yet more, according to the teaching of the Apostle, he should pray without
ceasing [30]. We learn from the same Apostle that we must always bear about in our body the
dying of Jesus, so that the life also of Jesus may be made manifest in our bodily frame [31]. This
is why we ask the Lord in the sacrifice of the Mass that, "receiving the offering of the spiritual
victim," he may fashion us for himself "as an eternal gift" [32].

14. Mother Church earnestly desires that all the faithful should be led to that fully conscious, and
active participation in liturgical celebrations which is demanded by the very nature of the liturgy.
Such participation by the Christian people as "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
redeemed people (1 Pet. 2:9; cf. 2:4-5), is their right and duty by reason of their baptism.

In the restoration and promotion of the sacred liturgy, this full and active participation by all the
people is the aim to be considered before all else; for it is the primary and indispensable source
from which the faithful are to derive the true Christian spirit; and therefore pastors of souls must
zealously strive to achieve it, by means of the necessary instruction, in all their pastoral work.



CHAPTERI : ITII. The Reform of the Sacred Liturgy

21. In order that the Christian people may more certainly derive an abundance of graces from the
sacred liturgy, holy Mother Church desires to undertake with great care a general restoration of
the liturgy itself. For the liturgy is made up of immutable elements divinely instituted, and of
elements subject to change. These not only may but ought to be changed with the passage of time
if they have suffered from the intrusion of anything out of harmony with the inner nature of the
liturgy or have become unsuited to it.

In this restoration, both texts and rites should be drawn up so that they express more clearly the
holy things which they signify<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>